MIGHT AND MIND
"The teacher is better paid now/' answered Masaryk. "He is freer and he may profess whatever religion he likes. Our teachers demand a High School education. They do not want the priest and the lawyer to look down upon them any more. They feel the need of a higher education. Besides the normal schools, we have already two academies for the training of teachers. Before entering these academies, the candidate must have completed the middle school course."
"All that is not enough," I said. "In my country the teacher receives the highest salary, because his responsibility is greater than even that of the judge, and for that reason the highest talent must be obtained. If thousands were not necessary, the position ought to be looked upon as one of honour. And let me come to the school-books. The teaching of history may make the future citizen a nationalist or a citizen of the world."
"I should give the teachers the salaries they demand. If I remember rightly, I once made that request. But we are not so far yet. And I do not wish to interfere de optima reipublicae statu (with the excellent condition of the republic). We also have to consider the salaries paid in the other pro-